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Largest Deployment of NJ Troops Since WWII 

Red Cross Lets 3,000 Military Members Know We’re Here for Them and Their Families 
Members of the NJ National Guard, 50th Brigade, at Fort Dix on Flag Day, 6/14/08, just prior to their deployment 

Service to the Armed Forces Volunteers Sharon Gadomski 
and Johanna Davis pass out the small folded flags that each 
deploying military member receives from the Red Cross to 
keep in their pocket… close to their heart.   

U.S. Army Sergeant Danny Escobar and Sergeant Major Jane 
E. Hackbarth of the Lawrenceville Family Assistance Center 
help unload the many boxes of goodie bags for use with the 
upcoming deployment.     
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Last month, New Jersey saw the    
largest deployment of military       
members since WWII — more than 
3,000 were sent to serve overseas. 
 

I was pleased by the community effort 
that evolved as we prepared for the 
Red Cross’ role in the deployment.  
Groups, companies, and individuals all 
chipped in to show their support.   

 

These military members will be counting on the Red 
Cross for emergency communications necessary between 
them and their families; when a family member’s health is 
declining or news of the birth of a child.  And they’ll be 
looking forward to arrivals of Red Cross care packages 
containing some of the comforts of home.  (We know   
because they’ve told us how much these packages mean 
to them.) 
 

Now, more than ever, your Red Cross needs your       
support. We’re already witnessing the impact of the     
economic downturn on our financial donations. 
 

Despite this, home fires continue to burn throughout   
Central New Jersey and the Red Cross will not cut back 
on the level of services we provide.  We can’t — it’s too 
important.  Families displaced by disasters continue to 
need immediate lodging and assistance for basics, like 
food and clothing.  Community members need to be 
trained with the lifesaving skills of CPR and First Aid,  and 
our Meals on Wheels clients depend on us every day. 
 

We depend on your continued support to do the work we 
do.  Together we can help create a safer community and 
help our neighbors when they need us most. 
 

With sincere thanks,  
Kevin Sullivan 
Chief Executive Officer 

We Appreciate Your Help 
 

The American Red Cross of Central New Jersey  
would like to express our sincere gratitude to  

the following community members who greatly  
assisted with the recent military deployment. 

 

Their generous donations and assistance 
helped give our troops  
a little bit of Red Cross  

(and a great show of community support)  
to take with them. 

 
Boy Scouts Pack 66 — West Windsor  

Cranbury Girl Scouts 
ETS (Educational Testing Service), their employees and 

family members 
Lambertville & New Hope Rotary Club 

Niece Lumber of Lambertville 
Employees of Stark & Stark 

Stockton Presbyterian Church Sunday School 
 

And our many Service to the Armed Forces Volunteers and 
their families, especially 

The Chang Family 
The Daigle’s 

The Lisbona Family 
The Mertz’s 

The Pagdon’s 
and 

The Ruffini Family 

Support our troops! 
 

ADOPT A UNIT 
 

Adopt a Unit serving overseas and help us send  
Comfort of Home packages to military members 

from New Jersey  
 

For more details, visit www.njredcross.org  
or call Carol Chang at 609-951-2118 

 Editor:  Diane Concannon 
Deputy Editor:  Judith Weeks (volunteer) 
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Stark & Stark employees helped  
during their lunch breaks. Lambertville Rotary Club donated the 

3,000 plastic candy bags. 

ETS donated funds for the candy purchase and  
employees gave up their lunch hours. 

Stockton Presbyterian Church Sunday School  
members pitched in. 

Our Service to the Armed Forces (SAF) volunteers were invited to attend the Farewell Picnic for the members of the  
50th Brigade of the National Guard and their families.  The volunteers handed out the Red Cross pocket flags and had  

the chance to meet many of the soldiers they’ll be sending Comforts of Home packages to over the next year. 
 

Community Pitches In To Support The Troops 
 

Months ago, SAF volunteers began planning for the large deployment.  There would be more than 3,000 pocket-size 
American flags to fold and thousands of goodie bags to prepare for the departing soldiers.  The SAF Team turned to 
our community for assistance and they responded quickly and generously.  Local businesses, organizations, and 
clubs pitched in to help — employees folded flags and club members donated the necessary supplies. 



The success of this event was made 
possible because of the generous 

support from community and  
corporate members… 
we are most grateful. 
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We Collect Clothes "For a Cause" 

Two Hundred Guests helped Paint the Town Red during the Red Cross 
Gala on Saturday, April 26th.  The annual fundraiser, held at Tournament 
Players Club at Jasna Polana, raised approximately $105,000 to support 
local Red Cross programs and services.  William Augustine was honored 
as this year’s recipient of the Bob Clancy Culture of Caring award for his 
service to the community.  As Robert Mooney so accurately announced, 
“With a quiet approach, Bill’s accomplishments have spoken volumes over 
the past decade.” 
 
 

Gala Guests Paint The Town Red 

Guests enjoyed dancing 
throughout the night. 

Chairman of the Board 
Robert Mooney and Gala   
Co-Chair Bettie Greber 

present William 
Augustine with the 2008 

Bill Clancy Culture of 
Caring Award. 

Robert and Cheryl Mooney with 
Chapter CEO Kevin Sullivan 

Mother/daughter Volunteers 
Joan and Rebecca Smith. 

Have Fun This 
Summer and 

Be Safe 
 

The good ole summer time is when 
we think of cooling off in a pool,     
sunning on the beach, relaxing on a 
boat, or having a family picnic.  Do 
you know some safety basics that can 
prevent accidents and emergencies?  
 

Take this quiz and test your        
knowledge about Summer Safety. 
 

 1. When swimming in a pool, are  
 personal flotation devices a substi-
 tute for parental supervision? 

A.  Yes 
B.  No 

 

 2. While at the beach or in the sun, 
you should drink a lot of … 
A.  Water 
B.  Alcohol 
C.  Caffeinated Soda 

 

 3. What can you do to stay safe when 
on a boat? 
A.  Learn to swim 
B.  Wear a life jacket 
C.  Watch the weather 
D. All of the above 
 

Answers on back page…... 

Special thanks to our Adapted Aquatics Volunteers  

Family and friends were on hand to help 
celebrate the swimmers’ accomplishments. 

On June 3rd, the Adapted Aquatics program 
held its annual end of the year swim meet at 
Nottingham High School in Hamilton. The 
program provides a physical, social and rec-
reational outlet to children and adults living 
with a variety of disabilities, including Spina 
Bifida, cerebral palsy, Down’s Syndrome, 
blindness and cognitive disabilities.  The 
event recognized volunteers and celebrated 
the accomplishments of the swimmers. 

Adapted Aquatics  
Year-End Swim Meet 



Our Volunteers Assist Relief  
Efforts For Midwest Disasters 

 

Local 
Disaster 

Response 
 

February 15, 2008  
through 

June 27, 2008 
    
 

 

       54 Disaster responses  
   126 Families assisted 
   313 People assisted with food,  clothing and/or 
 shelter (232 adults, 136 children)  
     44 Volunteers there to help 
    

 Free Assistance Provided:  $63,722 

LEFT:  A Red Cross     
Volunteer comforts 
a young flood victim 
and his mother in 
Wisconsin. 

Local Children Respond to 
International Disasters 

When a cyclone shattered lives in Myanmar and an earthquake   
devastated China, many area schoolchildren turned their         
compassion into action to help their neighbors across the world. 
 

Students from Chinese Heritage School of NJ collected more    
than $4,700 for the American Red Cross International Response 
Fund for relief efforts in China and the young students of Mill Lake 
Elementary School in Monroe Township raised nearly $3,000 for 
the International Response Fund, benefiting the relief efforts in 
China and Myanmar.   
 

Thank you to all that have supported Red Cross response to disasters around the world, across the nation, 
and right here, in Central New Jersey. 

Visit our website at www.njredcross.org 

Chinese Heritage School of NJ students present their donation 
to the Red Cross during their graduation ceremony. 

Young students assemble on their last day of school  
and present their donation to the Red Cross. 

Severe storms pummeled communities in Illinois,       
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
West Virginia and Wisconsin. Consequently, roughly 
4,000 homes were destroyed and thousands more     
sustained damaged. 
 

When extensive flooding and severe weather hit the  
central United States, four of our Disaster Relief         
Volunteers — Vince Girabaldi, Edna Sandaal, Joan Smith 
and Judith Weeks were there to assist; providing food, 
comfort, information and other assistance to those in 
need.   
 

“Assignments like this help me put my life in perspec-
tive,” said volunteer Joan Smith upon her return home to 
New Jersey.  “These people have lost so much, yet they 
are so appreciative.” 
 
 
 

 

 

Red Cross provided 
more than a million 
meals and snacks; 
distributed more 
than 55,500 kits to 
help people with the 
clean-up; and proc-
essed over 11,500 
client cases.   



 

Please contact us for more 
information on how you can 

make a planned gift. 
 

Julie McIsaac 
 Gift Planning Officer 
American Red Cross  

of Central New Jersey 
 

609-951-2122  
or  

mcisaacj@usa.redcross.org 

SIBLINGS FIND EACH OTHER THROUGH RED CROSS TRACING 
 

“I just found out that my mother had a son during war.”  That’s how Hanna Katz of Monroe Township began her tracing request with 
the American Red Cross of Central New Jersey.  Katz, now 61, knew this much about her half-brother:  “Zenia Potczynski was born 
in the Ural mountains in Russia, maybe 1941, or 1942, or 1943?  After war ended my mother came back with Zenia, back to Lodz, 
Poland.  He was sent to Israel on a ship with other children. My mother gave him up out of fear for his safety….”   

 

Through the combined tracing efforts of the Holocaust and War Victims Tracing Center, 
the Magen David Adom and the International Tracing Service, Hanna Katz learned last 
May that her half-brother was alive and living in Israel with the name Zelig Hirsh. 
 

Red Cross volunteer Netty Lowenstein remembers making the phone call with the good 
news. “Hanna was so excited,” said Netty. “It was wonderful to tell her the trace was a 
success and her brother had been located alive and well.  But being able to also tell 
Hanna that this man was anxious to be contacted by her, well…now that was gratifying!” 
 

Hanna recalled, “Zelig told me he always 
felt he had family out there…he just didn’t 
know how to find them.” 
 

A get-together was arranged with Hanna 
flying to Israel last October. At the airport, 
the brother and sister met for the first 
time. 
 

“Zelig hugged me and it felt as if I had known him all my life,” remembers Hanna.  She 
marveled at the similarities in mannerisms between Zelig and herself.  “He had the 
same horseshoe, receding hair line,” she discovered.  “Just like Grandpa did!”  Hanna 
and her husband stayed in Israel with Zelig and his family for three weeks. 
 

This case shows how hard it can be to trace someone through the labyrinthine of    
records that are out there. For example, the minutes of Zelig’s placement hearings 
had misidentified him as a girl.  Additionally, the boy’s first and last names had gone 
through many different iterations during his transfer from the displaced children’s 
camp to Israel, to a new life in his adoptive family where he became Zelig Hirsch. 
 

Hanna is grateful to those organizations and individuals that followed through with her tracing request.  “It takes people who    
understand the importance of reuniting those associated with the Holocaust,” said Hanna.  “This has provided closure for one    
person in Israel – to learn that he did indeed have a family – and my life is so much richer for it.” 

Hanna Katz & her half-brother Zelig Hirsh 

Hanna Katz with Red Cross  
Volunteer Netty Lowenstein 
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7th Annual 

Save-A-Life 
Golf Classic 

 
 

Monday, October 6, 2008 
Rain or Shine 

 

Hawk Pointe Golf Club 
Washington, NJ 

 
For more information, please contact 

Jennifer Durrant 
908-782-4121 

durrantj@njredcross.org 
 
 
 

www.njredcross.org 

Raises Over $16,000  
in Donations 

 
Our Youth Council held their third      
annual Dance-A-Thon on April 12. 
Teens throughout Central New Jersey 
rocked and rolled, raising over $16,000 
to help fund local Red Cross programs 
and services and the International   
Measles Initiative. 

The Youth Council would like to 
thank the following sponsors: 

Americana Diner  
American Red Cross of Central New Jersey 

Board of Directors 
Comcast  

OHM International, Inc. 
Pica Pica 

South Brunswick High School 
UniversiTee  

Along with the many area businesses, organi-
zations, and family and friends that sup-
ported the dancers with ad sponsorship, 

food donations and prizes.  
 
American Red Cross of Central 
New Jersey would like to thank: 

Those Youth Council members 
that made it all happen,  

The parents, volunteers and custodial staff 
that helped at the event, 
The DJ, Dan DeFranco 

of Round The Clock Entertainment 
(www.rtcdj.com), 

who donated his time, 
And, of course, all the Dancers  

    
 

Blood Donor is 2008  
You Win...You Choose Car 

Raffle Winner! 
Jim Harton of Pennington is a dedicated 
blood donor and now he’s the lucky winner of 
a brand new Volvo C70 Convertible!   
Congratulations Jim and thank you to every-

one that purchased a ticket — we raised over $141,000 to support chapter      
programs and services!  Special thanks to Long Motor Company & Volvo 
Cars of N.A. for again generously donating a vehicle for the annual raffle.   

Deloitte’s IMPACT Day Brings Red Cross 
Water Safety to 400+ Local Schoolchildren 

On June 6th, over 40 Deloitte 
employees put their regular 
calls and meetings on hold to 
teach Longfellow’s WHALE 
Tales, a Red Cross on-land 
water safety program, to 430 
K-3rd Graders within 25 
classrooms in two Princeton 
elementary schools.  
 

IMPACT Day is Deloitte’s 
one-day celebration of its 
year-round commitment to 
workplace volunteerism.    
 

Deloitte employees train with Health & Safety  
Director Kathleen Pearson in the a.m. and then 
bring their lessons to the schools on Impact Day 

Visit our website at www.njredcross.org 

of Central New Jersey

American
Red Cross
of Central New Jersey

American
Red Cross
of Central New Jersey

American
Red Cross

of Central New Jersey

American
Red Cross
of Central New Jersey

American
Red Cross



SAVE  
THE  

DATE! 

SAVE  
THE  

DATE! 

 

RECEIVE RED CROSS NEWS VIA EMAIL 
Help us reduce printing and mailing costs by having  

RED CROSS NEWS sent to you via email — as a PDF file.   
Just send an email to: newsletter@njredcross.org and list your name, 

company (if applicable), address, phone number  
and email address.  Thank you! 

 Quiz Answers  
 

1.  B.  Never leave a child unobserved 
around water. While personal flotation 

devices (PFD) are generally safe, the device can suddenly 
shift, lose air or slip out from underneath a child.   
 

2.  A.  At the beach or in the sun, drink plenty of water 
even if you do not feel thirsty.  Your body needs water to 
keep cool.  Avoid drinks with alcohol or caffeine in them as 
they can make the heat’s effects on your body worse.  
This is especially true with beer, which dehydrates the 
body. 
 

3.  All of the above.  The American Red Cross has swim-
ming courses for people of any age and swimming ability.  
When boating, make sure enough life jackets are on hand 
for everyone on board.  Know local weather conditions 
before you leave the dock. 
 
For more Summer Safety Tips, visit www.njredcross.org.    

Join Us 

60 MINUTES WITH THE RED CROSS 

  Tuesday 8/19 @ 8:30 am 
  Tuesday 9/16 @ 8:30 am  
  Tuesday 10/21@ 8:30 am 

 

Experience what the American Red Cross does in your community.  
Please allow 60 minutes for program and tour 

60 Minutes in 
Princeton 

60 Minutes in 
Hunterdon 

  Wednesday 9/24 @ 5:30 pm 

Meeting location:  707 Alexander Rd., Suite 101, Princeton, NJ 08540 

Meeting location:  341 Rt. 31S, Bldg. B, Ste. 501, Flemington, NJ  08822 
 

Visit www.njredcross.org for additional dates and locations 

Please RSVP to: 
Michele Rohrs 609-951-2109 
rohrsm@njredcross.org 

November 5, 2008 — Evening 
 
 

Volunteer Recognition Event 
 

Mercer Oaks in Princeton Junction 
njredcross.org 
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